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Preserve Healthy Native Weeds, Manage Invasive Weeds and Water Quality
The primary goal of aquatic plant management in Bostwick Lake is the control of exotic aquatic plants, where found.  The exotic plant species, Eurasian watermilfoil, Starry Stonewort and Curlyleaf pondweed should be controlled throughout Bostwick Lake. The abundance of these species should be reduced to the maximum extent possible, and efforts should be made to reduce their recovery after treatment.
Aquatic plant management should preserve species diversity and cover of native  plants sufficient to provide habitat for fish and other aquatic organisms.  Native plants should be managed to encourage the growth of plants that support the Bostwick Lake fishery (by creating structure and habitat) provided that they do not excessively interfere with recreational uses of the lake (e.g., swimming and fishing) in high-use areas.  Where they must be managed, management techniques that reduce the stature of native plants without killing them (e.g., harvesting, contact herbicides) should be used whenever possible. Muskgrass (Chara) should be allowed to grow throughout the lake, except in where it grows so tall as to interfere with boating and swimming.
The exotic species Starry Stonewort should be actively controlled and managed.  Starry Stonewort is in the same family as Muskgrass (Chara) but is considered to be an exotic invasive species. Starry Stonewort, which looks very similar to the beneficial species Chara, is appearing in more and more lakes.  Chara is a highly desired plant because it is typically low growing, keeps the water clear and can slow down the invasion of exotic weed species. Starry Stonewort also forms dense mats, but unlike Chara, it can grow from 5 to 7 feet tall.  Starry Stonewort can be very detrimental to a lake’s ecosystem and has the ability to kill off native plants and have a negative impact on a lake’s fisheries. 

Preventative measures that protect the lake from further nutrient enrichment should be identified and implemented.

Water quality monitoring is a critical part of lake management. Water quality monitoring provides an ongoing record of conditions in the lake.  Changes in water quality can indicate threats from sources such as failed or inadequate septic systems, agricultural and lawn runoff, burgeoning development and erosion from construction site.  Prompt identification of threats to water quality makes it possible to remedy them before irreversible harm has been done. Residents’ enjoyment of Bostwick Lake and the value of their property depend on maintaining water quality. 

